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SUBJECT: INNER-GERMAN NEGOTIATIONS— TELTOW CANAL 

REFS: A) USBERLIN 1988 
B) USBERLIN 1524 

1. AS REF A NOTES, FRENCH MISSION HERE IS APPARENTLY 
TOYING WITH IDEA OF RENEGING ON AGREEMENT REACHED LAST 
SUMMER THAT SENAT COULD BEGIN TALKS WITH GDR ON TECHNICAL 
ASPECTS OF REOPENING TELTOW CANAL. FRENCH HAVE ARGUED 
THAT THAT AGREEMENT, REFLECTED IN ISSUANCE OF BK/L(75)31 
AT END OF JULY (REF B ), WAS BASED ON SITUATION IN WHICH 
SOME DOUBT EXISTED ABOUT GDR’S ATTITUDE TO FRG'S INTENTION 
TO NEGOTIATE MORE POLITICAL ASPECTS OF TELTOW CANAL 
QUESTION INCLUDING VITAL QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NOT 
TRAFFIC USING CANAL WOULD BE PROTECTED BY TRANSIT 
TRAFFIC AGREEMENT REGIME. FRENCH ARGUE THAT MITDANK'S 
REMARKS TO STRUVE AS WELL AS GDR'S QUIBBLE WITH SENAT 
OVER TERMINOLOGY OF INVITATION TO TALKS ("EXPLORATORY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 USBERL 01996 021539Z 

TALKS" VS. "NEGOTIATIONS") PROVIDE CLEAR INDICATION THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


GDR IS NOT PREPARED TO ACCEPT FRG ROLE. THIS LEADS 
FRENCH TO SAY THAT ALLIES SHOULD WITHHOLD GREEN LIGHT 
FOR BEGINNING OF SENAT-GDR TALKS AT LEAST UNTIL WE OBTAIN 
FULL REPORT OF TELTOW-RELATED DISCUSSION WHICH GAUS WAS TO 
ATTEMPT WITH SCHLIMPER SEPT 30. 

2. BOTH WE AND BRITISH, WHILE AGREEING THAT IT WOULD 

BE USEFUL TO HAVE REPORT ON GAUS-SCHLIMPER DISCUSSION AT 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE, ARE RELUCTANT TO TRY TO PRY THAT 
INFORMATION OUT OF FRG BY APPEARING TO GO BACK ON PREVIOUS 
TELTOW SCENARIO. SENAT HAS SHOWN IT FULLY AWARE BOTH OF 
ALLIED CONCERNS AND OF POSSIBLE TACTICAL DIFFICULTIES 
INHERENT IN PROCEEDING WITH GDR WHEN FRG ROLE HAS NOT YET 
BEEN ACCEPTED BY OTHER SIDE. SENAT HAS, HOWEVER, TOLD US 
THAT IT WILL TELL ITS REPRESENTATIVES TO MAKE CLEAR AT 
BEGINNING OF TALKS THAT THEY HAVE ONLY LIMITED TECHNICAL 
MANDATE, AND THAT IT WILL BREAK OFF TALKS IF GDR ATTEMPTS 
TO BRING IN MORE POLITICAL SUBJECTS. WE CONSIDER 
THAT GDR POSITION IS NEITHER HARDER NOR SOFTER THAN IT 
WAS IN SUMMER. CRUNCH HAS YET TO COME ON WHETHER OR NOT 
IT WILL YIELD TO PRESSURE AND PERMIT FRG A NEGOTIATING 
ROLE. TACTICS BY WHICH THAT PRESSURE IS APPLIED SHOULD 
BE, IN OUR VIEW, IN FIRST INSTANCE FOR GERMANS TO DECIDE 
IN OVERALL CONTEXT OF INNER-GERMANS RELATIONS. 

3. FRENCH MISSION HAS INDICATED THAT IT MUST GO BACK TO 
ITS EMBASSY IN NEW SITUATION. WE HAVE RELUCTANTLY AGREED 
TO TELL SENAT NOT TO ACCEPT ON OCT 2 GDR INVITATION FOR 
TALKS OCT 8 AS IT HAD PLANNED TO DO, BUT WOULD HOPE THAT 
IT MAY STILL BE POSSIBLE TO PERMIT SENAT TO RESPOND BY 
EARLY NEXT WEEK. IF FRENCH EMBASSY RAISES SUBJECT, WE 
WOULD HOPE BONN GROUP COULD AGREE TO PERMIT SENAT TO 
BEGIN DISCUSSIONS PURSUANT TO BK/L(75)31 MANDATE IN TIME 
FRAME OBVIOUSLY PREFERRED BY GERMANS.GEORGE 
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